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STATEMENT

by Vadim Pisarevich

Delegate of the Republic Belarus

General Assembly, 66th session

13 October 2011, agenda item 18

Follow-up to and implementation 

of the outcome of the 2002 International 

Conference on Development and 

the 2008 Review Conference


Mr. Chiarman,


At the outset our delegation would like to extend appreciation to the Secretary-General for the qualitative reports prepared for this agenda item, which, in our view, provide substantial analysis of the situation with the implementation of the Monterey Consensus and the Doha Declaration, as well as with innovative mechanisms of financing for development.


Generally, the international community faces some difficulties with financing for development. The current economic trends, which are about soaring energy and food prices, sovereign debt crises in a number of developed countries, growing protectionism in trade, rising global unemployment, threaten to send the world in a new wave of global economic recession, and quite naturally, stand in the way of both the financing for development through internal and external resources and the achievement of internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals.

In this complicated international context the need for the international community to streamline its efforts with the view to establishing equitable global financial architecture, capable of both effectively addressing global crises and efficiently contributing to global development, is indeed very urgent. 


We are of the view that such an architecture will be effective only if it becomes an inclusive one. Consideration of important economic and financial matters, which are of interest to all nations, should not be the prerogative of the so-called closed international clubs. Thus, all international stakeholders should have a say in decision-making on these matters. That is why we need to implement in practice the Global Partnership for Development that brings together states, international organizations, civil society and private sector. This theme indeed was so much invoked at the last year’s high-level meeting of the UN General Assembly, as well as at numerous other international events related to development.

We are convinced that the emerging system of international economic relations should have no place for economic sanctions and other unilateral coercive measures against states that may seem to some disagreeable or against such states’ economic entities. In this regard we urge the repeal of all such sanctions, including those recently imposed by the United States against four Belarusian enterprises.

As a positive step in the implementation of the Global Partnership for Development we view the special high-level meeting of ECOSOC with the Bretton Woods institutions, the World Trade Organization and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development held last March in New York to discuss co-operation and coordination in the area of financing for development. The delegation of Belarus is grateful to the President of ECOSOC for preparing a summary of the above event. We believe that the participants had the opportunity to successfully discuss in detail a wide range of issues as well as outline prospects for future common work with the view to implementing the goals set by the 2002 International Conference on Development and the 2008 Review Conference. 

We would like to touch upon one of the topics discussed at the high-level meeting, namely, the issue of financial support for development efforts undertaken by middle-income countries. We fully share the thrust of the discussion about the need to enhance financial support to the group of middle-income countries. Indeed, it is a unique group. On the one hand, it is some states of the group that demonstrated in recent years the best rates of economic growth, as the summary of ECOSOC’s President rightly points out. On the other hand, this group accounts for the two-thirds of the whole planet’s poor population. Therefore, the overall success in achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including the MDGs, will, to a very large extent, be determined by success in the group of middle-income countries. 

Thank you for your kind attention.
