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I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Belarus, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Russian Federation, the Republic of Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and the Republic of Uzbekistan - Member States and Associated Member State of the Commonwealth of Independent States.

Our delegations commend the report of the Secretary-General on strengthening the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme, in particular, its technical cooperation capacity. The United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime plays a key role in the process of implementation of this Programme, and we express our full support to the efforts of UNODC in the realisation of its strategy for the period 2008-2011.

The Legal Workshop for Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent States on the criminal law aspects of countering nuclear, chemical and biological terrorism held in January 2008 in Minsk is an excellent example of the practical cooperation between UNODC and The Executive Committee of CIS. We are interested in strengthening cooperation with UNODC.
Today, the fight against terrorism, as a problem interrelated with illegal migration, money laundering, illegal trade of arms and drugs, is among the priorities for cooperation between the CIS countries on global and regional levels
. With the adoption by the General Assembly of the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy a solid basis for combating international terrorism was created. Yet its effective implementation is hampered due to the protracted process of elaboration of a common agreed comprehensive convention on international terrorism. We call upon all States to overcome expeditiously the existing disagreements and to complete the work on this important document.
Our countries welcome the outcome of the second session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention against Corruption held in Jordan in February 2008, which has determined further efforts in this sphere. The results of work of the Conference will be incorporated into the draft model law on the countering corruption which is to be adopted by the CIS.

We also welcome the holding of the Fourth session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organised Crime and its Protocols (Vienna, 08-17 October 2008). We believe that implementation of its decisions will strengthen international cooperation in the field of countering crime on the global level.

Our states have concerns regarding the problem of illegal migration. The Heads of States of the CIS adopted the Declaration on Coordinated Migration Policy, which determines that the CIS countries intend to take efforts aimed at preventing illegal migration and assisting each other in discovering and suppressing the illegal migration channels. A special coordination body was also established
.
The illegal production and circulation of light arms and firearms is linked with organized crime in all its form and especially with terrorism is a considerable threat to the security. The work on creation of special mechanisms for prevention and suppression of illegal trade of light arms and firearms, including a set of organisational, legal and other measures on the global, regional and national levels, is underway in the framework of the CIS.
The legal and organisational basis for cooperation between the CIS Member States in combating particular crimes is in the process of development. During the period of 2007-2008 several agreements on countering money laundering and financing of terrorism, combating cultural values thefts and on migration issues were elaborated. Three middle-term programmes on countering crimes for the period 2008-2010 were adopted
.

The cooperation on the global level on the issue of combating human trafficking has been enhanced. The Vienna Forum to Fight Human Trafficking, the General Assembly debate on human trafficking and a number of international, regional and national events were held in 2008. The problem of human trafficking was also considered by ECOSOC and other intergovernmental bodies.
Our governments attach great importance to the problem of human trafficking, protection of rights of victims of trafficking in persons and illegal migrants. The relevant programme of cooperation for the period 2007-2010 is being implemented. There were two model laws adopted as well as recommendations on unification of legislation on the issue of human trafficking
. The experience of cooperation of CIS countries could be used during the process of elaboration of United Nation Action Plan on Fighting Trafficking in Persons.

All this efforts create a required momentum and background for the effective political decision making, which will help to fully eliminate the phenomenon of human trafficking. Nevertheless these efforts are not sufficient. As statistics show the number of crimes related to human trafficking is increasing. In this regard we support the initiative to elaborate a new global document on this problem – the United Nations Action Plan on Fighting Trafficking in Persons.

Our countries are interested in further intensification of cooperation on a wide spectrum of the issues of combating crime. These issues will be discussed by the Council of the Heads of States of the CIS on October 10 in the capital of the Kyrgyz Republic, Bishkek and this discussion will contribute to the further progressive development of cooperation between our states.
� In the Commonwealth of Independent States model laws “On Security on Transport”, “On Security on Air Transport”,  “On Countering of Money Laundering and Financing of Terrorism”, “On Countering of Extremism” were elaborated, the Concept of Cooperation of Security Agencies and Special Services of the CIS in the Field of Informational Counteraction to the Terrorism and other Acts of Violent Extremism was adopted, automatised common data banks contained information on counterterrorism subjects are created and are keeping updated, special trainings are being organised.


� The Council of Head of Migration Authorities of CIS


� Treaty on Countering of Money Laundering and Financing of Terrorism, Agreement on Cooperation in Combating Cultural Values Thefts and on their restitution, Agreement on the Establishing of the Council of Head of migration authorities of CIS, the Programme on Combating Illegal Trafficking in Drugs, the  Intergovernmental Programme on Common Measures of Combating Crime for the period 2008-2010 the Programme on Combating Terrorism and Other Violent Manifestations of Extremism for the period 2008-2010


� Programme on Combating Human Trafficking for the period 2007-2010, model laws “On Combating Trafficking in Persons” and “On Provision of Assistance to Victims of Trafficking in Persons”, Recommendations on Unification and Harmonisation of the CIS Member States Legislations on Combating Human Trafficking.








