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Excellencies, 

Distinguished panelists and participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
I am privileged to intervene on behalf of the Group of Friends of the Family, comprising of 25 countries. 
It goes without saying that the family brings up its members, teaches to respect and love one another, be responsible and masters the basics of human rights. The family forms a protective environment against external threats and gives hope for the future for all its members. Moreover, a person seeks to fulfill himself or herself in the name of family, children and parents.
Today I have the honour to introduce the Statement of the Group of Friends.

The Statement is adopted in support to the Family to mark the International Day of the Families, which is observed by the United Nations General Assembly since 1994.
The family is a bearer of human rights and an irreplaceable agent of social and economic development in every society. One of the first policy documents to signal that the family has a role to play in development was the Declaration on Social Progress and Development, proclaimed by General Assembly resolution in 1969.

The family is also a key actor in the transmission of values within society that are vital for making the sustainable development agenda a reality
In this regard the Group of Friends would like to adopt as an outcome document the Statement of the Group of Friends. The Statement will be circulated as an official document of the 70th Session of the United Nations General Assembly.

In the Statement the Group of Friends reiterates its commitments to the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and binding international instruments, in particular International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which recognize that the family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection by society and the State.

The Statement stresses that equality between women and men, women’s equal participation in employment and shared parental responsibility are essential elements of a policy on the family.
In its Statement the Group of Friends underlines the importance of strengthening intergenerational partnerships and solidarity among generations, and stresses the need in this regard to promote opportunities for voluntary, constructive and regular interaction between young people and older generations in the family, in the workplace and in society at large. 

The Group of Friends expresses its assurance that the family can also contribute to eradicating hunger, achieving universal primary education, promoting gender equality and empowering women, reducing child mortality, improving maternal health and combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases.
The Statement reflects the acknowledgement of the role that the family plays as a contributor to sustainable development and stress that it will be impossible to achieve the 2030 Agenda for Development and its promise that “no one will be left behind” unless the family is empowered to effectively fulfill its role within society;

The Group of Friends in its Statement also recognizes the important role of civil society, including research institutes and academia, in advocacy, promotion, research and policymaking and, as appropriate, evaluation of family policy development and capacity-building.
The Group of Friends reiterates its commitments to working together with other Member States, the United Nations and civil society to protect the family everywhere, and to adopt pro-family policies at all levels to secure a more safe and prosperous future for the family and all its members, in particular children.
To conclude, I would like to congratulate all of you with the International Day of the Families, which was observed yesterday on May 15.
I thank you.
