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Excellencies, 
Ladies and gentlemen,
In a week it will be thirty years since the tragic toll of the Chernobyl nuclear bell. 
Thirty years is a long time. Long enough to accept and forget. Do we really have to shudder ourselves again with these images of doom, gloom and desolation? Is it not the time to leave it all behind?
I think that the powerful, merciless in its honesty yet deeply humane artistry of Philip Grossman is here for a purpose. A purpose that is not dated. A purpose that is not negligible.
An artistic statement of a courageous American photographer who went to the exclusion zone to take the record in the name of humanity is an uneasy reminder.

It is a reminder of the fragility of our existence. 

It is a reminder of Man’s menacing ability to inflict irreparable damage on the environment – through recklessness, greed or by intent. 

Yet at the same time – through the implied but very tangible message of the photographer’s still lifes – it is reminder of the value of life, of the bitterness of loss, of significance of understanding, empathy and sacrifice.

In my humble opinion, this is what the continuing relevance of Chernobyl’s legacy is all about – to reassert, treasure and uphold simple things and ideals that we tend to overlook in our daily life.

To keep this message alive, the sense of political or economic urgency is not enough. This message is kept alive by the unceasing work of the hearts of people who truly believe in doing good. 
On behalf of Belarus, I am honoured to express sincere gratitude for the devotion of our trusted partners in this endeavour and their wonderful ability to make a difference: 

– Philip Grossman, 

– Marina Kovalev and Russian American Foundation,
– Dr. Daniel Branovan and Project Chernobyl,
– Anthony Melikhov and unite4:good. 

Thank you all.
Ladies and gentlemen,
And, last but not least, thank you for the honour of YOUR presence here tonight. Trust me, it means the world to us.
